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good fellowship ; all more lasting than beautiful, but that the
consideration of the exceeding tastingness made the eye believe
it was exceeding beautiful/

The house was begun in the fourteenth century by Sir
John Pulteney, four times Lord Mayor of London, who also
obtained from Edward III the licence to fortify. The most
remarkable feature of the house its (5 real Hall was built at
this time. This hall with its magnificent open-timbered roof,
its central hearth whence the smoke escaped by a louvre in the
roof, its old trestle tables, its minstrels1 gallery, its dais from
which a broad stone stair leads to the solar, gives a perfect
picture of the domestic arrangements of a baronial establish-
ment. Tradition says that the Black Prince and Joan> the
Fair Mate! of Kent, ate a Christinas dinner in this halL

Though additions were made to the house in the fifteenth
century its main character is of the Tudor period* when it
was granted by Kdward VI to Sir William Sidney, who had
served him, * from the time of his Byrth unto his Coronation,
in the offices of Chamberlayne and Steward of his Household/
With the Sidneys the great days of Penshurst began, Sir
Henry Sidney, though his duties as President of the Council
of the Marches took him away to Lmiiow, yet found time to add
the west wing and the front of the courtyard with its fine gate*
house. His son Robert built the long gallery which contains
some of the most famous of the portraits, including the curious
one of Queen Elizabeth, dancing * high and disposcdly * with
the Earl of Leicester. Since that time little change has taken
place in the house*
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